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(Reuters) - Swiss voters are turning their backs on the European Union with an overwhelming
majority in favor of a referendum on EU membership in 2017, and if they hold true to their word, the
deal would be the first major rapprochement for a German-led bloc after the Brexit vote. According
to a YouGov poll for Tages-Anzeiger newspaper, a majority of 55 percent want to remain in the EU,

while 45 percent want to leave. Turnout is expected to be high, as many voters were undecided
about the issue only a few days ago. “The result is fantastic,” Michael Grabner, a Swiss politician in
charge of European affairs, told Tages-Anzeiger. “It’s important that the people can vote on this. It
shows that the Swiss people oppose the EU a lot more than people in other EU countries realize.”
Many EU officials and citizens fear a political backlash in other European countries if they threaten

countries like Switzerland and Luxembourg, which make up the EU’s biggest tax haven. “In the case
of Brexit, the government in London confirmed that it is a country that wants to leave,” Timid Italo, a
local resident, told Tages-Anzeiger. “Now the big question is: Where is the exit and what will the exit
look like?” The result comes days after Britain’s unexpected vote to leave the EU. Brussels has held

a “no deal” Brexit, which can be damaging, off-the-scale unpopular with business and could badly hit
the Swiss economy, since the EU is one of Switzerland’s biggest trading partners. With Swiss voters
having said yes, the EU wants a positive outcome so Swiss citizens don’t suffer due to Brexit and so

Swiss products don’t suffer from higher import taxes. The EU is already weighing a possible
revocation of the passporting rights for Swiss financial services firms, including Swiss Re, that

permits them to trade freely in EU markets, before Brexit. “We hope that 648931e174
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