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this version too." lavaliris.What a difference a few months make. Early last year, the Americans and
their allies hammered the Taliban with intense bombing raids at the height of a surge in violence. By

June, the Taliban was in retreat and the US pulled back American soldiers. A second surge to
dislodge the Taliban from strongholds was instigated late last year, but it has also ended in failure.

Now it is the Taliban who are calling the shots in Afghanistan, and they are using the same tried-and-
tested tactics that have defeated the northern alliance of guerrillas and the US in the past. The

Taliban have their headquarters in Qala-i-Jang, in Helmand province. They were violently repulsed
from the city, along with their allies the Sunni Awakening Councils, in December 2014 by a

combination of Afghan troops and Iranian-backed militias from the Shia militia Hashd Al-Shaabi,
allied to Iran. But now they have returned with a vengeance. They have dug in around Qala-i-Jang

and are pummeling the US-backed Afghan army with rockets, mortar fire and roadside bombs. This
has turned the city into a front line once
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